by Bob Bryani
bob @recumbentcyclistnews.com

The Fasy Racer-designed Sun BZ Sport is the
affordable classic LWB ASS recumbent we've

been waiting for. The original EZ Sport.

{CroMoly version) is priced at just $899, The
pew atuminam EZ Sport Limited is $1,199,
These are by far the best LWB values the re-
cumbent world has ever seen. Thanks to their
Fasy Racers heritage and Gardner Martin de-
sign, they are very refined for brand-new bikes.
The use of a curvy-tube cruiser-type frame was
originally motivated by style. This new alu-
minum version sheds a few pounds while im-
proving performance.

Systems

The extended cruiser-style frame is 8 work of
kinctic art. Long have we waited for such a
frame. H you're like me and have fond memo-
ties of Schwinn Stingrays and beach cruisers
and are now drawn to the Basy Racer look and
style, this is your bike. A few years back RCN’s
John Ritey wrote an article about how cool it
would be to have a cruiser-framed recum-
bent—and now we have one!

Hotl the CroMoly and aluminum frames are
built in Taiwan in the same factory that builds
the durable Sun 21 and EZ1 Lite. Our BZ
Sport aluminum is moze refined than the EZ1
Lite we had here just one short year ago. Most
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notable are the seat, seat slider mechanism, and
frame build. Perhaps it is the round tubes that
add to the visual appeal.

The frame design is unique. From the head
tube, twin smaller-diameter top tubes come
back and down to create the seat stays. The
front derailleur tube rises vertically and is bent
rearward where it comes in between the twin
top tubes. A few inches rearward, the derailleur
tube goes from round to square and becomes
the seat slider. At the end of the square tube is
the rear rack mount. The seat sits on top (and
shides on) the square tube.

The build, paint, and finish quality are ex-
cellent—on a par with recumbents costing
much mose. The BZ Sport and Limited tframe
guality appears 10 be every bit as good as the
USA-built Easy Racer models. The Limited
gets a slick two-tone paint job that has a very
retro took-—the available color combinations
are silver/blue and silver/red. The Limited also
gets an Ahuminum frame (Sport is CroMoly),
upgraded components and an improved, lighter
seat,

Our [7 Sports had two water bottle cages,
one mounted on each side of the handicbars.
For water bottle fans, this is an ideal and handy
mount. P've always had frouble reaching be-
hind the seat for water. A hydration pack could

be mounted on the seat back.

The BZ Sport weighs 39 pounds (CroMoly
frame). The EZ Sport Limited weighs 35
pounds (Aluminum frame). The CroMoly ver-
sion wilk be tougher and easier 1o repair if you
sweak the [rame. The aluminum is Hghter.

Steering

The Sun Basy Racer bars arc a bit wider in
stance than those of the Toar Basy and Gold
Rush. They are undoubiedly more comfortable,
though riders don’t tuck in behind a fawing as
well. The handlebars and stem are very simple
and straightforward designs based on over 20
years of building experience. The tall stem can
be raised up or down to refine the handlebar
position (and help direct airlfow over the faic-
ing).

Drivetrain

For such an affordable bike, the EZ Sport aju-
minum has great componeniry. The Shimano
972 1-speed Fiagra triple crank is shifted by a
Deoge XT derailleur (the CroMoly Sport is an
824 speed). About the only component enthu-
siasts may not like is the SRAM Verio twist
shifters with the dial indicator, Thongh rather
loud (clicking info gear), they worked perlectly
for our review, though I question the long-term
durability of such parts (for serious enthusi-
asts). This bike will take just about any kind
of shifter, s0 it’s not that big of a problem.

Chain Management

The EZ Sport does not have a spring-loaded
chain idier like the Tour Easy and Gold Rush.
Instead there is an Hasy Racer skate wheel
mount. It is quiet and smooth, but it doesn’t
offer as wide a gear range as the upper-line
Fasy Racer models.

Braking

The Tektro V-brakes offer exceptional stopping
power. These affordable stoppers work better
than some higher-spec brakes (e.g., BSP 7.0)
and are casy to adjust. The LWB format makes
full-on braking power a no-brainer.

Wheels and Tires

Both the EZ Sport and BZ Sport Limited have
a 26-inch rear wheel and 20-inch front wheel.
The wheel quality and build was very gooi.
The wheels held true duaring our review. The
hubs are Shimano LX and the tres are new
Kenda Kwest 1.5 100 psi. These are perfect
all-around tires for the bike,

Comfort

Seat-—The Sun recumbent seaf is an imported
version of the popular Easy Racer Kool Back
seat. it has a mesh back laced to an alunmamin
{rame, with a composite seat base with Lycra-
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covered foam. The EZ Sport seat is lighter and
more refined tan the similar BZ 8 seat. The
mounting system is similar but also more re-
fined. The two simple quick releases Jocked
the seat down firmly. Adjustments were very
easy, and we had riders of several heights
riding the Sport with case. This is one aspect

of the Sport thal is'even bettér than the Tour

,‘lsy anich Gold Rush-—no toals are needed for
cai adjustment. and removal.

The Sin seat is not qhite as coml‘nimbk as
an Easy Racer seat, Rathar than the contosired,

layered, and nE;lui foam from Hasy Racers, Sin

u§es o mofe gener ic molded foani. Lighter and
meditm-sized riders sE)c)ulLEn lhdw any pmb-'

Jems, but thosg over 200 1)(?i1_t1(1§ or those iwho

like to take Toig rides might find that they

‘boitem out. Modifications appeat o be doabte.

1 had tlmughi of "adding a picce of closedicell
Emm but opted o goon a diet nstead.

Like 1hL Hasy Racer Kool Back, the Sun, sent
has a dramatic fumbar bend in the seat frame.
Though f ove these seats, the bend is too much
for my back, and T find my back separ ating
from thu seal just above ‘the. ml(ipowt of the
gear hack, The seat has %uuai stiding, \lidpf
buckl¢ {ension adjustiments. After an hoar
\hakeclow n rice, 1 had them adlf loosened upto
where they 111 m} ‘back prer fectly. Cnmpa;cd
witl laced-or zip: Hed seat, backs; the strap/
buckie- ‘type is vasiiy supuml for thie slmplc
reason thal nof ever yone can agree on-a fuim-

bat phccmu]i (o tt it Eumbdr is. nccu;s(uy at '

_aliw a ia Vision),
Trg,mmm:cs—-—l‘ha (174 Sport hm a tauty
apright riding p{axtiumwcvm more s than the

Tour Easy or Gold Rush. Tf you tecline ihe seat -
0o {a: the position will be inéfficient and yml'

imy hzwa a-problem reﬂdlmv the commi%

CAE 25.5 inches; the seat hclght is h;ﬂher iEnn-_
that of any of the other Sun or Easy Raccr .
bikes. The ‘botioi bracket height is15.5 mchcst'._

(10-inch differenmf between the Ewo} the EZ1
has-a 24:5«inch seat height and ‘a 14.5-inch
bot[om bmckct hught (10-inch: dlffercmm]),

the Toar EasylGeEd Rush has:a 22:inch seat _
height z_m_d_a_ 13-iich bottom by c__kt,_i height (9=
iicly difFerential). Despite the closendss of the

im;'nbers, the EZ Sport-seat fecls faller.:

O the Road"

Ride and Hd!ldill]g##DLS;)l{(‘, thc new framc:_
cleslg,n and highcr seat, Fecumbent emhuslasts S
will know right away that Elu,y are onan Easy :

R'xcu, The Sp(}rt handles couf[dmtiy and

tracKs: well. “The- nackmg Wi spot-on,: and.'
bt not (Emm as_

better than iis’ comipetitors’,
good as thie pricier Fasy Racers. The h'mdlmg
séesned optimized more for all- amund fowto
mediyni. -speed riding. The bike wai casy fo

hdndlu in traffic and l’glt vuy amnuwemblu;_

wu; with & trailer. .

’lhu Syiort is a great choice fﬁr mEcrs wlm
like fae, ride on varicd terain: 1 mde the' Sport
dowa tmlhi on smg,lmmck of rail- umfs dl}d

L QurEZ Spart Limited pro!otype was a refined and aitracnve

on dh()ll[ cva { ¥ pL mf ;mvemuat ym; can mmg,—
ine.
Maneuver ‘ﬂ)lfltv ------ Whlic 0L 88 maneuver-

able as Sun’ s BZ1, il’;c Spmt is fazt!y wmp(mt_ '

for a LWB. th its tow! notton hmcku the
bike is smpnamnly manciverable. Some
shorter riders may haved di _
the rather high seat, 'ifémigii tiai’-‘;'iq ‘the anly
aspect worlhy of ¢r muxm 41 1

“liness is concerneid,
Per[‘ormance—r—ff‘m HZ Spmt Li;mfcd 5
high- speed fanners werte not s ghod 4 those,

of the Touk Ezixy/{mld Riish; but thatis® ‘tbe

cexpected, Tt was not as rock sohd at spu,d asa -
Tour Easy.or Gold Rush: Thuc is.siill a'rea-
s0f o upgmdc to the uppu—]mﬁ Easy Racer

bikes. In saying this, I will also add that the
Sport’s

is & less efficient riding position, The bike is
also a bit heavier than a Tour Fasy, so it won't
perform guite as well. Despite ail of these Tour
Easy/Gold Rush compatisons, the Sportis'no
stouch: Tn fact, it showld eat most compact

' LWB/MWB reciumbents for breakfast. -
Climbing-The Sports donot ¢Hmb as well
ot & fast as their Busy Racer cousins, Despite

* . the ather d:f&lencu. it su,m&,d mainly to be.
seat height and acrodynamics, Falso found the

low gears to be too high for.steep hill climb-
ing (especially when towinjg a trailer), One
climbing benefit of the Sports i is that the shorter

wheelbase makes low- spcui /lg/ab‘s on steep
: h;lh ibif easier.. ' :

(}wmﬂ;.,

The BZ Sport can-do host ,mylhmg Itis styi~

ish, fust, ready For a long todr, and can also be

difficult time with-

ar dx Hser- luctx(h ]

Jhandling [ralts surpiass. those of any

. other LWB in this’ pr:ce range. .-

The higher ‘seat position makes the bike -
" slightly less acrodynaniic than a Tour Easy. The

seat hei gilt'thltta;fl bracket height differential

considered a sport bike, The EZ, Spoli is our
fivst chmce of any Sun or Lasy Racer model
for a commuter or utility bike. fiis possible to
put pannicrs on i rear rack, some more on the
underseat tack, throw more jusk in a rack bag,
$oHie More in a scat bag, and éven tow a cargo

Arailer with éase: Front panniers would prob-

ably mount as well, Next to'a eyele iruck, this
is'thi most wilitarian LWR recumbent we've
ever reviewed. While most mz;mxfﬂ_éitirc;‘s Tike
ter build ékinny tive faux racers that harely have
room for a patch’ kit and'a banana; Sun has

: waliy come thiough Eoi us atility cyelises;

" The Sports are'shorler than the (lager sizes)

- Totir Basy and Gold Rish, Combined with the

taller seat ifcight this makes for better urban
and off-foad (muqh tcrm:n} hfm{iimg and E(}w

. spec,d nnn(:uvermg

'Optmns ,md Acaessm ies

Sun, in conjunction with Easy- RﬁCCl%, iy de-
veiopmg an.cxcellent suite of accessories for
their bikes. There is a new universal seat b’sb
{Pyfamid Pro seat bag) that fits all Easy Racer/
Sun recumbents and should fit most
recumbents with a mesh-back seat and cnough
clearance between the seat back and rear wheel
(won't fit Burleys), )

Easy Racers offers a small Zzipper fairing

for the Sports model ($229). A Super Zzipper
“with F-brackets and climp-on lower mounts

(purchazacd from Zzip Designs)y will mount
without much problem. - ' :

Our test bike came with a Pyramid Pro com-
puier {$45), an underseat pannier rack {5293,
arear rack (5297, -and wkickstand (319}

Muarket Competition

The £Z Sport’s tlogest competition are the
RANS Tailwind {($995) and the Burley Canto
($1,293). The Sport has them both beat in style,
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Note the curved top tubes and front derailleur tube that tums
into the seat tube.

This shows the optional computer and Zzipper fairing. The computer on our test bike
stopped working during our test. A Super Zzipper will fit this model. but you'll need
Zzip Designs' T-bracket upper mounts and clamp-on lower mounts.

locks. and design refinement. The Tailwind s
a bit more compact with ity 20/20 wheel
comba, but the smaller drive wheel has

tradeotts ta 2620 Talwind is romored (or

2003y The Canto s a diffevent anumal alte-
gether. with its higher bottom bracket. much
more fadd-back seat, and linkage sweening.
The EZ Sportis such a good value that we'd
suggest that those leoking at RANS Stratus,
Tour Easy. and Cannondade recumbents check
itout. [ty a worthy competitor for all of them.

The Sport doesn’t need suspension because of
its larger wheelset, and it will perform botter

than g snwadl-wheel CLWH.

While not divect competition for either the
Tour Lasy or the Stratus. the &7 Sport L
ited may st some riders even better--lor g
lower price.

Buying such a recumbent has never been
easier. The Sun EZ Sportis distiibuted by J&B
fmports. Most all bike shops deal with J&B
and have a catalog. In the back of J&R S cata-
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Tow vou will see photos of the Sun recumbents,
Most any bike shop can order them, It you
don’t have a dealec who will order it you can
also call Basy Racers and order a ke from
the min himself, Gardoer Marting

EZ Sport vs. Limited-
areal bikes. Certamly the CroMoly model s

These are both
tougher wind more durable, The difference he-
tween the wo s S300-5400 and four pounds.
The fork, seat, handlebars, stem. pedals. head-
set, and tires are the same vn both bikes. The
Lintted brings you better rims, botlom bracket,
<hifters, hubs, and brakes. The most notable
upgrades are the hubs and brakes, which move
from Shimano Alivie to £X

How to Decide? It you're a begimner,

commuter. or urban rider, the standard L7

Sport s the sway o go, B vou plan to keep the
hike for awhile and care ubout performance.
buy the Lanited. Sertous performance riders
should consider the Tour Easy and Gold Rush
as well ¢hoth are faster than aither Sporty

INFO AT A GLA%&@E; .

- Derailleurs—Shimang Deo i

' Warraniy (frame}ws yea (3

Specifications
Model—EZ Sport lelied
Type—LWB
Steering—ASS
Wheethase—63" - 0.
Wheet sizes—26/20" 7
Seat height—26.57 "~
Bettom bracket 1elght-15 5
Frame sizes—One size fils: most :
Weight—35 Ibs. o

Frame—7005 TiG Weid'ed Adtr
Fork—CroMaly 7 iminshen
Seat frame—Aluminium -
Seat mateﬂaI#Mesh back thh faa

Components . :
Crank——Shimano T;agm 3{}/421‘5
Bottom bracke%—Shlmario ealed
Headset—1" aluminin.

ard Shimano 443 front
Shifters—SRBAM Varia ivwst (wﬁh
Casselte—9-speed, 11+ 32 :
Chain—KMC 2
Gear inch range—24+ 118
Pedals—Weilgo platfoim
Wheels (1}—408 mm 207
Wheels {1)--589 mm 26%
Rirms-—Alloy black CNC sides
Tires—Kenda Kwest 1.5%:100 ps
Hubs {fir)— Sh%maho Deoke

Tektro ievers 8

fncedentals

{litetime for steel frames)
Colors—Red or blagk -

Critigque
RCN Ratmg—&t‘.‘iﬁﬁ"

Pro
Most stylish cruising LWB gver
Frame is nearly ag nice’as a G
Fuly adjusiable seat {inchiding
tensioning and Q. R. slidei);
Great accessorios: lenders; fedr
underseat gannrer rack
seat bag

Con

Mot a #ghtweight .

Tall seat

Low gears not low eﬂsugh

Lumbar placement incorrect fol
{though straps afg adjustabie)’.

Seat foam not as cormfy or [ayered |ke £as
Racers models

Contact

Sun Bicycles - :
Web: www. sunbicycies co
www.jbimporters. com

Easy Racers, Enc
Tel. 831-722-9797 . :
Wel: www, easyranefs com




' The new Sun seat bag is vety nicely made and wﬂ! accept
N your fapfop computer

'Ver(ilct e
[ haven’t bwn tlus c,xr.,ubd ‘IE)OlEE 4 new rcwmbent in, ymrs The“ipmt

isthe LWB for ¢ cvcryone Ir's stylish, affordable, and of excellent qudf-"
ity Win!e nobody. was iookm‘s, and wiax!c sohe olhcr mam[tacturcre_- -
arg, etpparuxtly having problems, Sun and Easy R:ECCI‘&: are Guietly be-:

“coming the mdustly powerhouse. T he new EZ; Sport and 1 dimited are

certainly thc oSt popuhr new 1ecumbm£'~, of the season, Thouvh they

are not getting the buzz of some more exireme designs, lots of peaple

are buymg, San 1ecumbm[s Withi Bik¢E now gonie, they arc “certiain to e
‘well. There dren’t many recumbent riders out there who wouldn'ton-

_-joy having aSun ;ecumbcm for themselves or somebmﬁy in their fam-

beeame the driving force i entry ievel/mcmahmml r{,u;:nbcncy Watch
-for a new Sun LWB tandein coming very soom. | :
T kiew Gardner Mzsrtm W

S smnart ingn; but I never rmliy undcrﬂ ‘
'-siood thc Spmt unui ;t 'mwed Iwre Thc comhmcd lmes of Sun and

The EZ Sport underseat panhre’r racks: Be sure to get the EZ
: Sporf modei And not the EZ1 noded, which witl make for
some chain slap..

- Easy R‘scer are carcfuiEy spdged in pru,e wm;}oncnt level, dﬂd per-

formance: ‘The bikes are durable and mostly. trouble-free. The designs

are, rt,fmcd 1ot radically changed every few years in a-“back to the

drawmg board” sort of way that outdates previons models. If there a

-'downs;da, to the Spor[ it’s the weight of 1he bike.

“Custoniers can just wandér into their local bike shop (though we

“stil recommiend looking for something resembling a recumbent spe-
“cialist) and taok in the J&B catalog for ¢olof photos and specs.

These recambents are exceptional values. This means good resale as

ily. [ give Ehu cnme Enm,—m espcudl!y thc, new I A 31}0;13——{\% Elmmhs

' way up? 9

:: s F?CN s Bob Bryant

800-ATOC-021

"2 Non-plvoling style for .
- the cost-donsciots.. ..
- Models to fitany size "bent] -

o Gl yeir racka
- sstlrity upgrade’

One-pérson loading -
“fgr-fandems &,
LW berts o

Intradliicing anothier
@novative product
frem Aloc

Siper greage Sutting formula .
_Gentis on your hands
- Multh-shot 10-m} tube .
" Pertegt for your top! poschl
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